Ways to Practice Word Wall Words at Home!

1. Word Puzzle

a. Write a word wall word on an index card

b. Cut it apart (1 letter at a time, but in a zigzag pattern)

c. Have your child put the word back together and read it to you
2. Word Hunt

a. Using a highlighter or light colored crayon/marker
b. Ask  your child to look through a newspaper or magazine to find as many word wall words as possible
c. Then have him read the words he found to you
3. Play dough

a. Give your child a tennis ball-sized portion of play dough

b. Call out a word wall word and let your child make it

c. Be sure to have him read it back to you (ask, “What’s your word?)

4. Rainbow Writing

a. Let your child write a given word wall word several times, using a different colored crayon/pen/marker each time
b. Have him read his word to you
5. Stamping

a. Using alphabet stamps, have your child stamp a given word wall word
b. Have him read the word to you
6. Guess My Shape

a. Draw an outline of a word wall word; for example the word:
 

      a n  d
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b. Then ask your child to guess what word fits in the shape
7. Writing Rhyming Words

a. Use words that have word families, such as “will,” to make new words (spill, pill, bill, Bill) 

8. Detective Game
a. Give several clues about a word, such as:
i. My word has 3 letters

ii. It starts with a “c”

iii. It rhymes with “man”
b. Then have your child guess the word
9. Computer

a. Have your child type a word as you call it out
b. Let him print and read each word to you

10. Sentence Scramble

a. Write a simple sentence: I see the cat.

b. Cut apart each word and scramble the sentence

c. Have your child put the sentence back together and read it to you

d. For a challenge: have your child create the sentence (spelling the word wall words correctly)

11. Play School

a. Encourage your child to “play school” as he write words on a chalk/dry erase board in your house

12. Clay Pen

a. Take a small plastic plate and spread clay on the top part of the plate (where the food would go)

b. Give your child a pencil (with a dull point)

c. Have your child practice spelling his word wall words

d. This is also good for building fine motor skills!

